Oxyurella tenuicaudis (SARS, 1862) has been found in Furujo-numa Pond (Tatebayashi City, Gunma Prefecture, Japan) since 1983. This species is known to be distributed widely in the world, but its occurrence has not so far been adequately recorded in Japan. The parthenogenetic female is herewith described.
Introduction
Oxyurella tenuicaudis (SARS, 1862) (Cladocera : Chydoridae) was originally described in Norway by SARS (1862) under the genus Alona and once belonged to the genus Lynceus (LILLJEBORG, 1900) . SARS stated that in this species, marginal denticles of the postabdomen were a special characteristic. Since then, identification of this species has been made based upon this characteristic, and it is considered that the bio-geographic distribution of this species is wide, covering Europe, North
America and Asia (SMIRNOv, 1974 Antennae ( Fig. 2A) : setae formula 0-0-3/1-1-3, spines formula 1-0-1/0-0-1, setae with sparse hair ; coxa has one forked epipodite ; first and second endopodite segment and basipodite with rows of hair on anterior side ; first exopodite segment and basipodite with rows of spinules on outer side. Trunk limb I (Fig. 3A) : outer distal lobe with one seta ; inner distal lobe with two ; corm with three groups of setae distally, ventral group with three setae and one welldeveloped accessory seta ; middle group with three setae and one short accessory seta, dorsal group with two setae and a well-developed accessory seta and a slender seta on dorsal margin ; two ejector hooks at base. Trunk limb II ( Fig. 3B ) : gnathobase with four stout setae, the longest with several slender setules at the tip ; seven setae in gnathobase filter comb ; eight scraping spines which gradually increase in length away from the gnathobase, fine setules are visible on all the spines. Trunk limb III (Fig. 3C) : exopodite with four plumose setae, one of which is extremely long and with two sparsely haired setae ; seven setae and 16 spines or setae in the gnathobasic filter. Trunk limb IV (Fig. 3D) : exopodite with six plumose setae ; five setae and 11 spines or setae in the gnathobasic filter. Trunk limb V (Fig.  3E) : exopodite with four plumose setae. Postabdomen ( Fig. 2B) : about 3.5 times as long as broad ; narrowing distally ; posterodorsal edge projected ; marginal denticles 12^15 (13.3 ± 1.8, N =11) ; penultimate denticle and proximally succeeding two or three denticles distinctly larger than other more proximal denticles (Table 1) , each denticle having several very fine setules ; distal half of anal margin had 2-4 min denticles, a few specimens with 1-4 min denticles on proximal half of anal margin ; typically six, rarely five lateral setae fascicles in a row parallel to dorsal margin, distalmost fascicles do not project beyond the margin ; fan-like fascicles of setae on lateral side of anus. Postabdominal claw (Figs. 2C, 4A -G) length 46^72 pm (58.3±8.4 pm, N=11) ; with one large divergent basal spine, 2/5 the claw in length, no fine setules on concave surface, situated 1/12 distance from the base of the claw ; three very small accessory basal spines between Description of Oxyurella tenuicaudis (SARS) from Japan 103 the large basal spine and the base of the claw on the outer side ( Fig. 4B-F) ; a pecten on either dorsal side of a claw from the base of the large basal spine to the tip of the claw (Fig. 4G ). The present specimens agree well with those from Norway described in detail by MICHAEL and FREY (1983) , but differ from the latter in the following ways.
(1) A postabdominal claw has three very small accessory basal spines.
(2) Shell has no ornamentation or has indistinct polygons posteriorly.
(3) On the average, lateral pore (LP) distance is less than 2 x IP.
(4) On the average, inter pore (IP) distance is slightly greater than postpore (PP) distance.
Concerning the first difference, the Norwegian specimens have one or two spines. All of the five Japanese specimens observed with SEM had three spines ( Fig. 4B-F of the six measured Japanese specimens, LP < 2 x IP in five specimens, and LP =2 X IP in one.
As for the last difference, in Norwegian specimens, IP < PP except in some of the smallest specimens.
In Japan, among the 11 measured specimens, IP < PP in two, and IP = PP in one (Table 2) . This is likely an individual variation.
Nevertheless, the author has identified the present specimens as 0. tenuicaudis because the Japanese specimens are similar to the Norwegian ones in other characteristics, especially the connection of each head pores, the form of labrum, postabdomen, and postabdominal claw.
The occurrence of 0. tenuicaudis is very infrequent.
There are many lowland lakes and ponds in Tatebayashi City such as Jo-numa and Tatara-numa. The author has surveyed the zooplankton of these lakes and ponds since 1980, but failed to find 0. tenuicaudis except in Furujo-numa Pond. MICHAEL and FREY (1983) proposed the question as to whether 0. tenuicaudis is really cosmopolitan or not. The author's preliminaly study does not reply to the question, but suggests that other populations within the Eurasian Continent described as 0. tenuicaudis need to be studied much more closely. 
